schoolboy. It became my ambition to produce some order in my obstinate fair thatch, and to acquire rimless pince-nez glasses.
One day "Airy" took me aside and said, with unwonted earnestness, that he wanted my help. Somewhat surprised, I listened attentively. He said he suspected that a porter was having an undesirable influence on certain boys. Did I know anything about it? Astonished beyond words, I said that I did not. He then asked me if, as a point of honour, I would report anything wrong to him. This put me in a most awkward position in view of the "no sneaking" code. However, a few days later I saw this porter the centre of a giggling group and found that he was showing them a photograph of a nude woman. Later I heard more giggling in circumstances that puzzled me considerably. I had not the faintest idea what it was all about. Nevertheless, after much wrestling with my conscience, I decided that I ought to tell "Airy" about these strange "goings on." The porter was fired.
The City of London College was in such a closely built-up area that it was even worse off for recreational space than my previous school. It had none. But once a week we entrained for Walthamstow where we played cricket or football on a big sports ground. I only distinguished myself once, being generally fairly hopeless at sport. That occasion was when some urchins from less-favoured schools had appropriated our cricket gear and were impudently practising at the nets with it.
Emerging from our little pavilion I shouted "Hi!" which evoked a rude retort. I then made a spirited one-man charge at the intruders, who fled incontinently, dropping our bats and balls. I made the tactical mistake of pursuing the enemy too far. They picked up stones and brickbats and bombarded me from a safe distance. One stone hit me in the eye, broke my glasses and it was only luck that it did not injure the eye. Thus effectively checked, I returned lugubriously to receive, as I imagined, the congratulations of my schoolfellows and possibly a medal for gallantry from the Headmaster. It did not work out like that at all. My schoolfellows were derisive and the Head seemed most